WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



1 . An air cleaner comprising: 
a case; 

a cover detachably mounted to the case; 

a filter element accommodated in the case, said filter element 
having a cylindrical shape having a central axis therealong; and 

a pair of support members provided for the cover, 

wherein said the pair of support members can be engaged with 
both end portions of the filter element in an axial direction thereof so as to 
hold the filter element between the support members, 

and wherein removing said cover from the case removes the filter 
element from the case together with the cover and disengaging said filter 
element from the support members removes the filter element from the 
cover. 

2. An air cleaner according to claim 1, wherein one of said paired 
support members is mounted to the cover to be rotatable by a hinge 
device, and said paired support members can be engaged with said filter 
element by rotating said one of the paired support members in one 
direction and disengaged therefrom by rotating the one support member 
in another direction. 

3. An air cleaner according to claim 2, wherein said one of the paired 
support members comprises a disc plate section, a rotatable shaft 
attached to the disc plate section and a connection pin connected to the 
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rotatable shaft, and said cover is provided with a pin receiver to receive 
said connection pin, said connection pin and said pin receiver constituting 
the hinge device about which said one of support members is rotated. 

4. An air cleaner according to claim 3, wherein said pin receiver is 
formed with a groove into which said connection pin is fitted when 
rotated. 

5. An air cleaner according to claim 2, wherein said cover is provided 
with a support member holding rib for holding said one of the paired 
support members at a predetermined angle with respect to the case to 
hold the filter element between the paired support members. 

6. An air cleaner for an engine of a vehicle comprising: 
a case; 

a cover detachably mounted to the case, said cover having an air 
outlet through which air flows out; 

a filter element accommodated in the case, said filter element 
having a cylindrical shape having a central axis therealong, said central 
axis of the filter element being directed in a direction other than a vertical 
direction with respect to a body of the vehicle to which the engine is 
mounted; and 

a pair of support members provided for the cover, 

wherein said the pair of support members can be engaged with 
both end portions of the filter element in an axial direction thereof so as to 
hold the filter element between the support members to be coaxial with an 
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axis of said air outlet, 

and wherein removing said cover from the case removes the filter 
element from the case and disengaging said filter element from the 
support members removes the filter element from the cover. 
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